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EPA regrets that you are not receiving a more timely response.

Your comments on the export plant, lumber mill, city buildings, and the boat ramp have
been previously addressed on several occasions in public meetings, through Inspector Ge eral
mvestlganons and in personal conversatlons that you have had with EPA st

ks

EPA acknowledges that there is asbestos contamination along Highway 37 whic@
will be scheduled for cleanup once a Record of Decision is final. As the Contaminant Screening
Study Final Summary Report for Montana State Highway 37 describes on pages 2-4 through 2-13
(enclosed), the contamination level is not alarmingly high, but it does warrant concermn. After
careful consideration of the sample results, location of the contamination, magnitude of the
visible vermiculite, and anecdotal reports from other agencies and from Libby residents, we
concluded that EPA or its contractors were not the source of this contamination. EPA will
continue to oversee contamination transport, contamination disposal, and decontamination
practices at the Libby Asbestos Site to ensure the environment and Libby residents are protected.

I hope this information will help address your questions about this very important project
in Libby. If you need anything further for now, please contact Ted Linnert, EPA’s Community
Involvement Coordinator for the Libby site, at toll free 800-227-8917, ext. 6119.

e e
Sincerely yours, '

CRIGINAL SIGNED BY
RobertE. Roberis

Robert E. Roberts .
Regional Administrator I o

cc.: Ms. Denise Smith, Office of Senator Conrad Burns
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Peggy Churchill
Ted Linnert
Sandy Fells
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AL-06-000-0636 (&
Control Number: AL-06-000-0636 # of Extensions: 0 L.Gene
Alternate Number: Status: |Pendin9 - L_l .

Citizen/Qriginator; Conrad Burns - SD-187 Dirksen Senate Office Building Washington, DC
Committee: ' Sub Committee:
Cz:nslituent: D.C. ORR - 1117 NEVADA AVE. LIBBY, MT

dresses: Addressee's Organization:
Primary Subject: SIGNIFICANT CONTAMINATION ALONG HIGHWAY 37 Secondary Subject:
NORTH OF LIBBY
g"cﬁgg; (;:é?"%‘éNGRESS'ONAL Medium/Contact Type: LTR {Letter) Priority Code: Normal
Letter Date: Jan 05, 2006 1 Received Date: Jan 13, 2006
Closed Date: N/A " Due Date: Jan 27, 2006
Signature: +

Signature Date; [6ate "
CC; JOSH LEWIS, OSWER - Immediate Office
ISearch CC,

Instructions: RA-R8-Prepare dssftresponse for signature by the Regional Administrator for Region 8
Instructions Related Notes: PLEASE RESPOND DIRECTLY TO THE CONSTITUENT AND COPY THE SENTORS OFFICE

General Notes: r

Lead Author: . Lead Author Office:

Lead Author Due Date: N/A Lead Author Assigned Date; N/A Lead Author Complete Date; N/
RECTTTT TN
L -

Wa

Lead Author Instruction:

SAM 20 2600

Supporting Author:

Lead Info:

Asgsigner Office Assignee Assigned Date Duse Date Instructions {
Cassaundra Eades OCIR R8 Jan 13, 2006 Jan 27, 2006 RA-RB-Preparcwigh h
5afﬂ115 Felts €OC =P response for signature by

3EFR {-18-200C the Regional Administrator
72/é & ‘Z) £ 2.3 /06 —r C Ar2 v ir Region 8, eé'{ﬂ CL‘ et ot
Support info: - ;4' . hauwdoeaeried for | )
Aot 70 7 Relrec Aovcet MYeudes + -Skgnad-c.cm.
' Questipns? Call

et yL604. ‘ﬂw«/r_git :
https://cms.epa.gov/cms/custom/library/properties/properties.jsp? _dmfRequestld=__clien... 1/17/2006
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Page 2 of 2
Assigner Office Supporting Assignee Assigned Date
No records found.
Assignment History:
Assigner Office Action Date of Action
Cassaundra Eades OCIR Asgign RS as lead office 0111372006 09:48;
Comment:
Commentator Comment Date of Comment
No records found.
*: Required field
{+): Lookup field, press space bar for complete list
OK ! ‘Canosi
1

https://cms.epa.gov/cms/custon/library/properties/properties.jsp? __dmfRequestld=__clien... 1/17/2006
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Washington, D.C. 20510-2603
TDD: (202) 224-8616 -

Phone: (202) 224-2644
[m] ‘O  Fex(202) 2248694 O
222 N, 32nd St., Ste. 400 921 Firat Ave. North 211 Haggerty Lane 208 N. Montana Ave.
Billings, Montana 59101 Great Fallg, Montana 69401  Bozeman, Moutana 68715 Suite 2024
Phone: (408) 252-0550 TDD: (408) 761-6885 ’ Phone: (408) 586-4460 Helena Montana 59601
Fax: (408) 252-7768 Phone: (406) 452-9585 Fax: (408) 586-7647 Phone: (406) 449-8401
Fax: (406) 452-9586 Fax; (406) 449-5462
0 (m} O O
125 W, Granite, 1845 Highway 93 South 122 West Towng, Ste. 207 116 West Front Street
Suite 200 Suite 210 Glendive, Montana 59830 Missoula, Montana 59802
Butie, Montana 59701 Kalispell, Montana 58801 Fhaone: (408) 365-2391 Phone: (406) 728-3003
Phone: (406) 723-3277 Phone: (406} 357-3360 Fax: (408) 365-5836 Fax: {4086) 728-2193
Fax: (406) 782-4717 Feax: (406) 257-3974

Home Page: http:/burns.senate. gov
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East mm‘&WBM Witk dbounces the idansification of “significant” coutamination along
mwnmamﬁogquu_mmmmwmwmmum
Community Advi ! dotai{ing Grace frocks iristorieally hauling ore slang this corridor to
the Expart Plant 4 bhien of farps and the Vight, fuify nabwre of the ore enated a eredible
theory tiat this had couteminated High 7 from the mige ty the Export Plaot in Libby. Even miniscule
amounty mcuping from every truck hauling consitently over the ecurae of decades of ming oparations
could concievahly loave signifleant contemination,

1 wes soeprionl brcguse T had workad on tho "Libby Northesst Project” sad personally stripped all of the
vegrtation off of the taadside in [996 oo facititate the placement of new; virgin Hil b the hiphway .
shoukders up b fadera! apecifications, My Inuiroctions were (o remeve ovarything two inches below the
aspimlt &t the pavement/dire interface. The new svarizy wauld cover up any blemishes that | beft. With tho
overlny, evorsthing fom 6 inches to 6 Bt In some places was new fill sltzined upstreem from the mine

at the oid rereg haul tridge. Thin tota) sebufld of Highway 37 oocutred after the decades of mine

operations.

Accarding to fim Christiensen, EPA samplad twloe; ance at 8-6 inchies and ostce ot O-) incht, Crac-
aopped hauling in 1990 and the mweria) BPA sampled was newly placad slong the highway in 1996, 1
sez no possible way that EPA cun tia ihis contatninstion to Orace's apeestions sinat Graos wes no longee
operating in Libty aftee the robufld of this highwey, .

The ramifications of this revelation zre huge fox the of Libby cqught betoeon these bohemuoths.
Groce canot be the Patentially Responsitle Furty in tds latem coptaminazion. Thus, Grace won't
hmulmemmmwmd-mp.hdﬁmnmuMMMﬂmﬁh
eontamination points to the BPA themscives, The snly trucks that heve hauled Libby amphibele achestos
slong that civtider since 1996 are the EPA contractors bayling the clanup materials back to the mine.
Etrviramraents] Clesnup Cantrectey® Moatgamery Watson tacked oot of u nearly 35 million deoliss
contrast in 2002 booite they wivw wortied aboat the Hability ssstciated with stirring up this
cuitansimmt, They concluded that they would be held Hably for incressing the exposiro pathways
iu{gdbymis ized comrmanity. New we are sceing proof of this concerm for clestiup coutractors in
ibhy,

EPA Onegite Coordinator Paul Peronard wars guoted in the Western News early an In the cleanup statisg
that the only piaccy that shawed aabestos In thelr ambit air sampling in Libby wers the wark sites where
EPA contractors were stitting up the antaminant. [ wes "no sorprise” he seid, that thelr cleanup would
create exposuira patiways, EPA hey maintained that (cy are hepw to reducc expomine pathiénya and moke
Libly "safa”, It hos loog becn My contention that they are creating tncneased exposioes for the people of
Libby, We sas T-ahirs around town that ssy Bxposing People to Asbestos with the B,P and A highiighted.
When EPA refitsed 1o huld Graoe o the conditions of the Unilstere] Administrative Order (UAD) on the
eleangp of the Export Plant, the first cleanup Inltiated in Likby, they st the stage for this Bidurw, This
cleanap was the quintegmmtial poster child foe Bureaueeatie ungling and govemsnent corraption.
Gracc inixielly claaned the 34,000 squere fect of City owned bulidings and hattied the contaminated dirt
and debris to the mine, EPA OSC Peronard stated at 8 CAG macting s his Initia) scepticism was
unwarrantad spvd Grace had done a fina job, Ley Skramsiad removed & faw boards from the bufiding the
next doy and vermiculite podred sut of the interatitha) space behiing them. EPA was pobsed to gllow & very
superficial eteqnup by Graze without interwention by Mr. Skramstad,

EPA then medezod Grace t domolish the 24,000 square fict of City owned buildings boows they now
admifted that they couldn't clean o portion of 3 building apd still pratect human health, Orace bad offired
to build 12,000 square feet of new didings en another picce of City ewned Jand to temparatily house 2
retail fumber supply dparution that was Smsing tha existing buildings from the City. MiTiwark Uest woyld
moave o these new bwiildings temporarily and reruen to the Bsport Plant after the cleanvp was completed.
Grace weuld then doants the new thdldings to the City for public relationa

Gruce represantatives valued these buildinga st $400,000 and the city council vated to scoept this gift from
Grace. Mayor Tony Bergat offered 1o Bacititate tho placement of the buildings as roguired of the Gity by
the BPA wark plan whick stated ™tye struchurs wilt be crected st a location sylected by the city of Libby*.
Throe days lator, the buildings started to go up on privuts property owned by the mayer and his tamily,
Craco and BPA subsequently paid for 3a estimsted 81,000,000 in {mproverpents to the meyors private
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property, EPA instillod an {)lcgs] saptic rystem as part of the relacution of Millwork Wet, vislating loca)
and state codes,
Grace devtrayed the city owned buildings at the Export Plant sad the cily recieved no replassments,
Grrace shart of meeting the conditions of the UAO whon they refirsed to clean up to the nesthern
boundary, The work plan steiad that the clesmup houndary on ths nard was the Kootensi River, EPA and
eity offictals allowad Greos to leave thiz sren Untouched, | called this a payofT for the mayors bailding.
Aromd Memorial Day 2003 city workors wore exaavaling & now beat ino the Keobinas st the
Export Plant slong thiy nectham bourtdaty, Thid arts e vsed as s public park and frequented by many
me, wamea and their ehildren. City workers exposed contaminstien st the ouieet 8F this excevation agd
nolified thalr supervisor. The supervinor, who kriew that this would cause conaiderabie politicel fuliour for
hib bosy, ordered them to continds digging snd sprexd the contamimation, even dumplng H in the siver,
This wction resutved in the grestest singhe point exposurs Litty has suffered sines the closure of the
mine. | can make 8 crediblo case thist s caised misch of the contsmlnstion of Highwey 37 sinca they
wers tracking this contasaination oo Highway 37 which directly sbuts the Plant,
The Cliy took & burisd, emocentralad pocket of vermiculile, and spread It on thes riverbank from onc end
of the par ta the ather. Severa] uwas were lefl littered with cbvious confamination glittaring in the sun.
EPA, in an afforr to minimize thelr Habilities from their involvement in the meyor's windfall profiresring,
gtated in & CAG muecting that the vermiculite Jeft expesed to wind snd sun at the Epart Plart was
“clean" vermiculite shd refised to cover: A1l of &, Thia "clean” story direstly contradicted their “two fiters
can kill yoy" seance. The vermiculite thee thelr water ticks deove thraugh every day for moaths was
"clean™ vermiculite, Thees trucks would water this “glean™ vermicolite, fill up ot of the Kootenai River ar
tris afte, and drive through thin wee, "clean® vermiculits es they traveied a)) cvar keswn carrying water to
cther clesnup sites. There wore no decafitaenination procedures in place at this tizve, The wud tha sk
to thfr tires and Wes distributed around town Was eentaminsted with vermiculite. The Bow of private
traffic though thiz park continued wnabased and EPA refizsed 1o warn the public of the dangara. Thoss
peraodis] Yohicles carried the contemination everywhers, it stained Hwy 37 3t the approach, The $300,000
mRPA;p.::edm their mess up Brought the residential wark to » staadstill. This was classic wasts,
b ] .
I is long past time for Congress to xep in and order an invesligation into the probiems b Libby and
take stess bo protect bume health. £PA continues to cull this « mining disaster even though all industrial
sites with proven contamination close to population conters have beens clwncd, only the mine is leh. They
afo now ramoving Vermiculito Antis Impulation (VAJ) from privato attics while faving it in wails and
eavpets, thus net doing anything to limit cxposures and protect ruman beslth,
Remeval of 2 commearsial product ts sricily prohiblind ander Suparfnd regulations. Thet docs NOT
constitute 4 mining disster, i Is » regulatory failure of epic proportinns nstigared by the EPA, Théy hud
reports of the problans in Libby 3 ganeration sgo and blamed fimding levels and commmications
problems fix the suffering thetr jaaction wrought. Now they ars poissd td lesve the naxt genesation adrift
In 8 3= of uncerialoty beasxpa af buresmcretic insptitude. Wa can anty halt this wepest of histuty If we act

OW,

This action of redoving VAT ix peadicated on (he disputad reports that Grece provided this produet fres
of charge to Libby vealdents. 1f that truly happenad, it was an aberrarion extinded io 8 privitedged fow
with Grace connactions, not the aorm. Formor Adminietrater Whitgian salled it » "pmique® sifuntion
which ealled for EPA action thet Is In divect contrevention to EPA authority and regulations,

EPA knows that thelr suthority will be challengad an this point in the Record of Decision (ROD) being
preparcd now. They are frantically searching for another sibe that sctually metts the conditions of
Superfithd 20 they ean juxtify thelr action® in spending 20 million dollars per year in Libby,

! find t abboreant thar the Highway 37 caraminstion that they arc holding «p as stification has
actually been created by thelr own actions, If it proves aut thet they have contartinaied this corridor in
emly five years it will point o disamraus humam exposures erlsing eut of the dleanap, nat historic mining.
Thene expomiras will not manifest themeslves for 20 to 40 years, the latency periad for sdverse heaith
effects of wbestos Xposure, AnYone w0 young to have suffored exposurss from tha zetions of Grace wil)
have to lock elsowiere to explsin their bealth problems. Thoss bomn afier the EPA came to Lilby to save
oy, Wil suffer the same elimaty fite o» the precesding genrration without nation from s now, The
children we are mising in Libby tedzy will carry the legacy of oor inattration and inaction fnee the thture,

Thank you for your conglderation of this important matter. Sinearely; DC Orr  Phane; 200-203-4702
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